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partial alliance of the Government with the more respectable
Orangemen, to lash the Catholics into madness and rebellion.
The state of Ulster can only be truly realised by collecting much
fragmentary information ; but if the reader has the patience to
follow with me the casual lights furnished by officers and
magistrates, it will, I think, gradually dawn upon him, and he
will certainly have no difficulty in understanding the dangers
and the animosities that were arising.

CI have received information,' wrote Lord Blayney from
Castleblaney, in the county of Monughan, i of several depreda-
tions committed by Orange boys; one man murdered, and two
badly wounded. They say they are sanctioned by Government,
and I am sorry to say, that formerly sufficient notice was not
taken of them. Why sanction a mob of any kind ? . . . The
report is general through the country, that Government pro-
tects them. You should not lose a moment in contradicting
the assertion. The United business is fast on the decline, so
don't revive it, and the scene of civil war and bloodshed which
may hereafter ensue by creating distinctions and parties of that
nature in the country, may be very dangerous.'l c I am in-
formed,' wrote a brother of the Bishop of Ossory, * and it is
generally understood by everyone, that the depredations com-
mitted all round here (which are shocking to humanity), by what
they call Orange boys, are done by the sanction of Government.
Were I to enumerate the robberies, murders, and shameful out-
rages committed on the Catholics of this place, by those Orange
boys, headed by officers in full yeomanry uniform, it would be
an endless business, and if Government has countenanced them,
I humbly conceive, and pardon me for the remark, that they
ought to act within bounds."2 The flight of Catholics from
Ulster, which had for a time ceased, began again. Bodies of
100 or 150 men often crossed in a single day from the North of
Ireland to Portpatrick, and dispersed in every direction through
the country; and the Duke of Portland suggested to the Lord
Advocate of Scotland, that those who could not give a good
account of themselves should be treated as vagrants and sent
back.3 Lord Altamouut and his brother, with whose excellent
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June 2, 1797.                               "             3 Charles  Cirovill<*  (Secretary of

2  Captain O'Beirne, June 3, 1797.     the Duke of Portland)   to  IVlham,